3. Basic data requirements for home health care.
At the present time, the national data available on home health services cannot be used to provide the most crude estimates of national programming efforts because of inconsistencies in definitions, data collected, and reporting periods. Among the challenges to those seeking to provide better information about home health care are definition and classification of home health care, its patients, and the comprehensive scope of services provided to both the acutely and chronically ill; development of practical data collection systems for small as well as large agencies; coordination of data to describe the continuum of care; design of practical patient assessment tools; measurement of true costs and of comparative value of home health care; measurement of need and demand; and establishment of goals and methods of program evaluation.